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HISTORY OF GERMAN TOWNSHIP,

Gierman Township, Fulton County, Ohic
—fts Early Seitlement—its Organization—
Incidents, Subseguent Improvements &e.
Tts organization, in 1840, then consisted |

of township 7, north of range 5 east, and | }

the south pmi-t ot township 8, north of |
range 5 east. The north line is now some |
two and a half miles south, and the suuth

line some two miles south of the rurml:rl .

line, and the west two miles west of the
origional line, making “fifty-iwo sections |
in the mwushlp The flrst setlement
was made in the summer of 1834, by Swiss
Germans, who came from Millkisusin, &
town in Switzerland, They arrived in |
German township August 22d, and Jocated | |
on what is famillarly known as Lauber's
Hill, The colony consisted of fiye fabui-
lies and some gingle young men, to-wit:|
Jacob Bender, his wifeand seven nhlldmr,
“‘Christian v, his wifg and four childs
ren; George r, wife and five clu!d—
ven i Jacob Van y, wife and three-
children; Jacob Kilty, wife and six |
childrép. Nieholas King, Henry Roth, |
Jgcob Roth, Chsisyan]Reigsecker, Michael | |
Figy, single mep; making in all forty |
sonls. Phese were all the whites - that oe-
cupied of setfled in the township in 1854,
In 1835, Augntus Hull and wife, Peter
Wyse wife, and children, ristian
Funkhouser, Peter Leithy, Peter Rupp,
W. Orisier and family, Christian Beck and
family, Nathan, Job and John Borton and |
mothor, Bethuel Borton and wife, Jo:eph :
Borton and family, moved ftom New Jer-|
| sey, by land, and settled near Bean Gmk
ur Titin ler
| In 1836, John Reynolds and his mm,
[3ane, Adnn and John, from Vermont:| |
Jopaihan and Dorsey Barnes and families '
from Virghuin; George Ditto, Sencca Co,
Olda; Joseph Bander, Peter . Bchad and
family, Christian Bchad and family, Peter
G. Gull and family, Daniel Bchad and
family, trom France.
! In 1887, Bamuel Burkholder and family,
Peter Naufsinger, John Hlvnuugh, from
Eumpi,, John TLautes, Henr;- Lutes and
fimily. of Okio; Goorge Johason, William

Jobagon, Benjamin Lee, trom . Eagland,
and Samuel Gibbons snd family, and
JoseplB sufsinger, from Frauce,

| In 1883, John Wysé, James and Joel
Smith and - families, Cliristian Recknor,
]‘l'nmr and Jacob Rupp and fumilies, and
Jucoh Deppler.

Falrﬂcldmd faily, Augu:nun Clair and
fansily. .

Iqlﬂﬂ} A. B. Fleet and” wife snd one
‘chilil, Joseph Behal, Fred Crouse and
family, Beter Weaver and family, Jucob'
Lining and family. £
1 'In 1841; John Lininger suyl famll: ’
. In 1843, Jumés Roger and wife, Peter
.Clopfensteln and family, Anthony T. Mime
aurd fanly and J, G, Wilden.

In 1843, Joseph 'Rupp; 1844, Jocl
Suucher and fashijy; 1 , Moses Stute-
man, Warren Htcutvhen and  family,
Peter Grim and family, A. Grim and i
ily; 1846, Jonathan Rqgers; 1847, T, 4.
Walverton, J. 1% F‘iﬁm, with many " pthers
witheut dates.

« Mz, Kanife wasone of the first setilers,
mdﬁiumnﬂnmwgsmd lives on ' the
furm upon which e first settled.

- A. Daily, ﬂenrgn Belts, J. W. I{nn.bﬂr-
pugh. onc of the adlive men for education
in the township, Benjamin Brown, alsé an
uctive ci tizen of the * wwoship., His
farma beeapie e noted headquarters
of fiue wool sheep of the  township. Hijs
som, L. W. Brown, resides on and owns the
lmmmmﬁ and has become one of the ac—

ndrh ¢ we may plsce the names'of J. F.
e WR Betts, Julins Whitehorn
v others.
ITS ORGANIZATION. |
German township was orgzanizgd in
1840 by the election of its officers.  Firit
Tawn3hip Clerk clected, 8. B. Darby: first
Treasyrer, Ellis Rogers; Tristees Jonathan
Barns, Bamuel Gibbopy, Nathan Borton;
first Justice of the Peace, B. B. Durhy. Mr.
Darby's (bmmiuai'un as justice dated May
8, 1840, signed by Wilson Shannon, Gov-
ernor of the Biate. . Frst Postmaster, 8. B.
| Darby; first Constable, Joseph Borwu At
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tive men of the township; tokes & decided”
stand fr education sad Ssbbeth schools;

L of the clectors of German

e Arst ejection Whirteen votes were polled ;
poll for 1830, 14 voles; poll for 1855, 182;
1860, 27151865, 278; 1870, 202; 1875, 270,

4t is very evident that a large per cent.
Moship do not

| vote with any regularity or take much in-

| poll.

mm&.;rmpmium:mduma; Hugh |

terest in politics, cunsr:qmntly the small

]

]Eﬂfﬂﬁlﬁ'ﬂ or 'f'IIK ﬂ.‘ﬂi! ¥ HETTLERS,

| Their pmn;mcu were bright. Most of
t.hem awned the land in fee shople, apd |
soil and timber were ali one could nsk for.
The timber was plenty for Building, and of
the bestquality.  The soil as rich as gold,”
and produced in abupdance. Wheat, corn |
mul potatoes grew spontancons wherever

v got roof, and "the husbandman was |

w:. I'paid for kris labor, But there were
some drawbacks, it is tue. Mills were
fur away, with the'exception of Mr. Bird's |
in the north.west corner of German, and
was taked with the {ebritory from German
10 muhkalm but the wmill was the
saie, and never have we a betier one
\for good work than when My Bird
was miller ~himself.  But the owater
fuiled in dry weather. Mr. Bird built his
' Ml some sime Uefore the urg'mlza}lun nf
the townsnip.

The next nearest midl was at Evansport,
‘ten miles distant. Next was
‘Mich. Then on the m:smae River st De-

flance wWere goo&mtilu snd also at Gilead,
- Ohlos but in 1844 George and William

nson built o saw mill- and the next
yeafor two after buill o .grist mill; this
putfin end to long tips to mill. . -
@ fisst ashery was built ﬂhﬁﬂt tho yeay
“Jacob G, Wilden built it in what is
now Buriington, and eagricd on the busi-
T mtl Tired help somowhai

exténsively, and’ ool built- s fton.huuu s

sold goods and exciapged them for ashes
snd every kind of produce, satisfuctory to
both parties. With the Johnsons' mills
and Wilden's ashery p.nd slure, the people
beeame almost extravagant.  Corn read
and woeoden shoes ware not sought fory &
pew era commeneed spd we began to feel
Vike shouting. The day began to dawn;
our roads were gutiing good and life was
pleasant. !




. ordinate ministers, Jacoh
| Christian

[ {on the pin,

Page 2

-
- Feverundague were prevalent, as Insll -
the west, In the fall of 1834, twe of Mr. |

were the € deaths in the towaship. o

1836, Christian Swckey, ro
of Peter Btuckey, was lost in the, wo
und fonnd drowned In Bean Creek, below
Johusons' mi}ls, i

‘The first marriages were Mr. Holt to Miss
Reynolds, in 1837 ;' My, Ransoms Reynolds
to Mias Crandall, by Jrastus Crand.dl, J. .
July 26th 1838; David Ely 1o a Miss Belu-
fer, in 1837.
 First hinﬁa.mimwnh Wyse, born Oe-
tober 1887; Lovena Holt, born January
20th, 1888, Mrs. Duniﬁl Spade died
in ‘1838 or '80. Deaths and marrtagss
were few up to 1850,
| THE FIRST SOHOOL~FIRST MEETING,

The first school, probably, was tanght by
8. B. Darby, and the pioneer feachers were
Milton Zouver, Miss Hchlmil Miss Baker,
Miss Bhipmans, Miss Pmit:, man,  Miss
Geesey and Miss Darly. . Ladies’ wages
for teaching ranged from one totwo dol-
Jars per woek and board.  Behiool houses
were log eabjps.  Blabs or puncheons,
with legs, were qsed | fpr sents.  Dosks
waere formed by boring heles in the logs
and lnserting a pin, and wsiling & board
The wenchers of Urat day were
a3 good ua they will average at tho presunt,

| lin proportion o the pay. :

FIRST MEETING RELD

was undoubtedly in Christian Lauber's
howse in the fall of 1685, presided over a8
| | preacher by Christian Beck, of the Meu-
|u9nﬂu Chiurch, which ehurch has the lirg-
' est membership of any In the township
todwy—membership, 205, ehurch property,
$2,500. They pay no salary to preacherss,
Preachiers in charge, Nieholas King.'Bub-
Naufsingers,
enbarger, Christisn Stuckey.

| John Wyse. \ Dircetors, Cliristiun Wyse

| and Cheistian'Schants.

i,

w‘:

Meisters sons died with the disease; these

n was killed by o 'falling i

Tn 1838, Lilley Bridge preached gy oa
Missionary of the United Brethren  wrder;
the order has sn organization of eightesn
members; no church; do nol pay the |
preacher snything. '

Traveling ministers of liuz Mmmdisl
Ip!mpal Chinreh, Austin Coleman, Me-
Ender Capp. First quarterly meeting was |
held in German in 1837; John Jones
was presiding elder,  First Fnglish meet-
ing held in the-townshin was in the house

of John Reynoids; Henry Lutes cohduet- |

ed the'exercises, In 1837 Henry Lutes,
was authotrized to preach. |
fiance, Juel Smith was Licensed lo préach.

The Methodlst Episcopal” Church, al |
Burlington, was the fitet organized English
church in the township.  Its church prop-
erty is valued at §000; Membership, 87
Salury, $160; John Poucher in charge.
Trustees|J. F. Rogers, J. W. Roschorough
Heury Pike, L. W. Brown. The M. E.
Chureh at Archliuld has preperty valued
at $1,800 ;" membership ten; John Poucker

in charge; salary $100, Lutberan church |

4wt Archbald; property valued st §1,000;
mombership, 40; salary, §200; Trustees,
Henry Gool, John Pinkey; Joseph Har-
vaoh, minister. German  Belorm  at
Archbald; salary, §400; -pastor, John

Neafolff; Trustees, V. Theobalid, M. Beurer, |

Jacab Zico; membership, 75 value of
church property, §2,825. Cutholic Church
alm'clltu.ld Priost, Andrew Delbeare;
Prusteos,'A. T. Mune and: Péter Griw;
mewbership, 120; suhr), $300; cost of

ehurch property, § ‘Bapiist Church |

Tn 1888, at De- |

at Lauber's Hill; M swr, Andrew Brown; |

Descon Adsm lmthq,ru, mumhs:rsh!p, o

church firoperty, § Néw - Monhonste |

lmmh property, $1,000; membership.
)lin“imr in ehnrga. B-unedk.-l. Lh*lw.ar.

Truma, Jacab Bender, (!hml.lm Allion.
New German Baptist Church; i prapesty,
§1,000; membership, 100; no salary; Min-
ister,s Sebastian Lipe aml Michael Tyler,
Lutheran brick church; property, $4,000;
memnbers, 34 ; Minister, R. Keapt; Trus-
tees, Frod Kraup, Jdcob Lininger, Fred
Schultzer; salary, tﬂp& Besides iheae
severnl organizaiions Wat have church
praperty, there ave quite a number that do
not, such as the Holdermaunites, Free
Methodista, United Brethren, &35,

And us to our schagols and school. houses
German Jus done natr[y Her houses are
a crodit to the township; dier sehaol off.
ciry pay lleral wages ana \ry 10 get the
best; their enumeration mmounts to seven
hubdred and seventy puplls, their Disiricts
number elevgn; llmit total’ eipeum were

churches sre well hqih and well attended:
TPheir Sunday Behools are ornamenta 1o so.
ciety, and-truly denoto a nhrmia.n commuy-
nity.
Flm mnell.ug house, Catholie, erected
the center of the township. First
House was built on the State road
wmn Bnrling‘tol and Bean Creek; it
served for mee.ipg and schol h-:ruxe for a
okmber of years. ST
" . ARTESIAN WELLS.
Bome time In 1843 or 1844, from searel
ty of water, Mr. J. 3. -Wildin commenc-
l.’:tl digging & wall 10 gel waler o
aupply hisushery; after digging some forty
feet in ke blue clay and no signs of water,
hie caused the well to be curbed with a sub.
stantiul frame worly 'or af least 1 thought
goy fit reached the hard.pan, 8s it ks called,
| 8nd at this point found some water and o
| strong sgpply of gas; the waler raised
( somne indhes in the bottom of the well, sud
|the gas blowed profuscly, lhe auger re.
fused to'take to the hardpan and consc
qumll} one hund ¢onld play it like & top,
At this point of tmo I visited the mli
went to the bottom, saw o Mr. Beck torn-
ing the ajuger n.ud: standing. in the water
| balf leg deep, and the gas rushing up
| through the water making a gﬁ.at bubling,
| Feeling somewhat voeasy 1 lascended and
| when ap felt like keeplng out of that placy.
The next morning we hewrd gomething
[ like & cannon, and goon heand that Mr
Wildea's well had blown up—1 lived one
androne bplt miles from e well—1 visit
ed the place soon, found the frame work of
the well in bag condition. 3y, Wilden
I wag very badly burned n the face and in
| jured otherwise, MHesers, Philonder nod
Othelle Church were somewhat injored;
ahe irown an the Wop of the asbery. and
Gibello coming down lit on some fixings
over the well anfl escaped from injury.
Boon afler James Bmith bored for water to
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. Bmith passing the well uium
i1 thk evening ‘fnited the gas an
| made a wahn tine il it was put

| Afwr this Bolomon Rogers confined tiu.
| would igaite it for diversion:
| town beautifuliy,

icame 8 common occurrence to gﬂgu,
| wells with water and without water, the |

iwmwm

't blea stone coal. | Mr. Joseph Schad struck
* gas very wlmq. it would boil & five gail

| place, but is no more a tgwa.

‘the hayd- Lpu t‘auud pi&nt} of gas but no |
‘water to any amount and absngoned the |
well

light in

gis in boxihg or tubing, and at evening |
it would | |
light iHluminating the

make a bunul‘.im}
Boon afler this it be

gtrongest fountaingévere got with the least
to very strong gas
‘and water fountain; jt would throw 8/
sitream of mﬂer?nd gravel as high as the

tpllest trecs, and | sonie stones ihat resem-

Kettle full of water in [fifteen niinutes; it |
burned enclime three wieekssteady ; in case
of sickness in his family, it being close fo |
bis bouse, he did not have apy other Ny
Christian Schad; gas was 50 sirobg that it
nm%e o hlaze us large ada bige brush heap,
nnd it made such & light that ore condd
see to resdd o quarter of a mile from the
well ja thenight.  Joseph Clair struck the
gas In fgree; it made Hiely times: it thresw
stone ad waler obe huri:lre{] feet dagh; it
threw one stone that fell several rods feows ||
the well, that welghed wentydwo proautidis
Founiaing, or fuuutalr1 wells, are qnite ||
cominon in the oynship at present.
/ FIRST BTORE AND TAVEES, i

The first store was kept by Montgomery | |
H.Ateh, in & town lakd out by George
Eaton, on the west bank of Tiffin River,
and mamed Edinburgly.  Michesl Giale
built and run a tavern i sald town. Mo
Aberight here owned and run the first ar
ness shop,  Mr, Cise opened the fipst Tai-
lor shop; Milton Bawyep opéned the tirst
cibinet shop, all in Edinburgh.  From,
1838 to 1842 lﬁu]iuburﬁh] waa an aetive

Next ewme Burhingtop, in 1844, and was
a bive town until 1850, od until the Air Line |
R. R gotto rlinning, and since {hat time

| population;

of the B R First Biv

:'t:]mm]ms. ane selhoolii

1 shop, one tailor shoj

¢ and shoe shops. |

‘aetive ones,

Burlington has been losiag in business and
[t now has|one store and a
P, O,; one church ; one Yowyer; one school
house. ‘The most of the Jots 1aid out have
become farming land,  James Smith and
Jopathan Rogers both pullt taverns and
run them some time in Burlington, Jacob
Lipﬂ built o large taverd a little oot of the
rﬂhgu endt, but all have | been totrned into
dwel ho 3 Wildin was
the 4 merontnt 1 [Huriingion, & .
Haoliingion and Julm Fdutz were also mer-
chants, 1% Boorguin, I Y. Brown, snd
ceveral others, have sold{goods in Burling
top. L K Carpenter wnL the first residunt
Cdoctor, in 1844 He w:E & Thompsonian g

'

Dr. Blaker was the secopd ; D, Wi, Win-
térstene was the thind; Dr. Schaczier the
4th: Dr. Murbsch  the Sth, who is o resl
dewt and  practicing at: Archbald at the
present thme, |

A Mr. Jucob 'N'nfltin;__':-r owned & wargon
shop and yun 3t very sijecessfully n nym-
ber of years, he sold o ai_’ﬂr Win. Gralmi.
There was 8 steawn suw| will ownped and
run geveral years close | o Burlingion by

fard, Lipe & Peuyeord, which il

find owners Lave entirely isappeared,
ARCHEALD

Is o componra wora, jeomposed of Areh
amd Bald, naues of fwg of the engineers
ston by Hay waad
dition by Wentzler,
ro {Arehibald has four
use, four dry goods
stores, twa hardware| stores, elght saloons,
three wagon shops, thege smith shops, two
iment markels, one {lepot, two saw mibls,
oue tauncry, one hdrgess  and saddier's
me jewellery. store,
two Doetors, two Lawyers, ehie millinery
store, three  Ministens, | three shovinakers
Abigug thé merchants
A. Elibiag & Schaferpwpre the prominent
amang the pioncery P Messrs, Tinpham,
Hart, Albert Heuffe homacher, Boar-
quin, Yernier, Uredt] god Levi arg and
have been the live onps| Mr. Jno, Stone,
Jacob ¥ernier and Thepbald are the hard-
ware mercliants. ie saw mill anen,
Messrs, Whitehorns ol Wentzlers are the
Arch lias one lock-up,
one fire engine and irganized fire com
pany, atd it is a livd place for business
seeond only to Wausgop in Fulton County,

& Ditto; second A
Schnetzler & Depple

LLE, i &
ut miles eust of Aroh-
Luld, is ‘a place of | gome business. Of
churches there arc top-Eisciple and Ger.
man Relorn ; saloong o busloess faces,
seven ; cabinet shops) dne; physichumstwo;
iuteiligenge uitles, ogej one gfist mill and
one saw milk .
Of e ploces of bRgncss J;ﬂ:hip. I, Pew
tisville and Burlingtanjare the towis.
 German township §of 1884 had a popuols.
tion ol forty souls; ip 1570 had o populs
tion of 2323, Nordu fstate or ehatiles
faxable in 1834 ; realjedtate in 1800 #5461,
837.00. 1In 1876 Assessor rewirned
$186,50% of davke prppaty. TLe pEpnka ;
tion it présent s oflout 2360, In 1584
there was o place of public worship but
a logcabin, In IS% had fwelve o |
mendicns  ehorehies, Jand well attended by
cariest christiing angd mowbers, ranging
from two huadeed add sixty five to fen ut
vach church, and soifig orgastaed chiurchos
that worship in privide ar school  houses,
Has cleven commolijous sehon) hofises,
with 7570 pupils, and? s a lurge popula.
tion of honest and indfusirious people. As
to agriculture, good {od and godd build-
ings, it is second 1o gone.  Mer profess.
ionasl men wre on a phr with say. - Her
preachers pumbey 3B lawyers 3, doctors
3, und her school teochers e any amoint.
There are waiy tifpgs omitted, sid some
errags, but oot inteotjopally.  Severo] cuses |
ing st tor a ffw hours in the woods
maght be natrated, Yub thiere was but one
haﬁ[u—.hcd that resulipd in the lose of life,
and takigg it all in @1 there was aboat s
el sunshine as shifde o tie ploneer Lide
of German townshig. F.

PETTI
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